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payment, the offer was accepted. The Young plan was dead and
the reparation problem solved. Although it was a success made
possible only by a world crisis, it was a great success, a German
triumph such as would have carried any election only a few years
ago. The nation paid not the slightest attention. It was living in
a chaos which was not far removed from civil war.
Coming events cast their shadows before. On June 5 the National
Socialists literally wiped out their rivals in the Mecklenburg-
Schwerin elections; they got their fifty-one per cent. Twelve days
later they increased their poll in Hesse to 43-8 per cent and
became by far the strongest party in the state parliament. As their
spirits rose the party members got completely out of control and
the Communists were not slow to answer provocation and to give
it. Everywhere there were bloody collisions and outrages and the
toll of deaths mounted steadily. It was an ideal situation for the
criminal classes, most of whom were now in one sort of unofficial
uniform or other. The streets became unsafe for innocent
passers-by and burglary and highway robbery became ever more
frequent. The responsibility as between the parties it is not
possible to assess. That Communists attacked National Socialists
is as certain as that National Socialists attacked Communists, that
there was a superabundance of lethal weapons and ample desire
to use them on both sides is undoubted, but it is also clear that
among the outrages were many cases of private feuds and ordinary
banditry. It was so easy for a thug to get into a uniform un-
officially when there were so many wearing them officially and
proceed to loot a Jewish store or a National Socialist's shop under
pretext of helping on either the national or international revolution.
An election campaign was a grim business under the presidial
regime and the honest citizen went in terror of his life; the
number of innocent victims of stray bullets will never now be
known.
That it was the duty of the government to maintain order is
undoubted. They had done their best to make maintenance of it
impossible by removing the ban on the Storm Troops^ and they
were soon to increase disorder by striking a blow at the only police
force which was incurring casualties by trying to stop it. The

